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USDA-APHIS-18, REGION IV |
US MISSION TO THE EUROPEAN UNION -
Boulevard du Regsant, 27 ‘

1000 Brussels, Bplgium

F ] i _ . a
a
To: MWr. Gary Col J
BFax: (3013 ?34.3::;1
fram: Anne Marie Renoit APHIS
USUA-APHISIS |
Brussels, leﬂu
Date: riday, Dece: }b:L B, 2000
Peges: 16, including thislpage
Suhject:  African Swlnn‘:Fl er in Portugal

[
Pleaege find enclpsed the EC update an the situation a3 n:;_:.nr:: the eutbreak of African

Swine Fever in Portugal. :
We hope to have been of assistance to you .

Best regerds,
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L |
| FAX . | |
. B it
To: ' Ms Mary Revelt Telephone: | | 025082222 f
. Agricaltural Coungellor - i : ¥
US Mission ts the EC1 Fax: : } 025110018 i
- wil 4 :1'
From: Alcjajdro Checchi Lang ~ Telephone: (+32-2)299 15 90 1
- - . - L8§2 . ‘Fax: : ‘ (+32-2)296 27 92 I
Number of pages: 5, 1% eri'clus_ures ' ) i '
¥ o A . . 5 I
Subject: - Afric/in Swine Fever in Portugal i

|

I

| |

Message: . ' ' ' ; l

Further to our request at tha Jo/nt Management Committce meeting in Iul;r and with my
letter to Mr Tarres of 24 Octaper 2000 for 3 withdrawal of the US imiport restrietions
related to the outbreak of Atnoan swide fever in Southern Portugal i i 1959, please find o :
cuclosed EC update on the sinuition as regards the outbrealk. . E - ' 1

I should be grateful if you woulll forward the documents to APHIS as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

|
]
|
| |
| .
Alejandro CHECCHI LANG
i1

——

Rue da la Lel 200, B-104% nrumrmwm:r 81200, D-1048 El'ua.ul - Belgium » Offics; L §6 ?d
Telephenc: diregt I'Ina {+233-2)258 75 20, aw/ichboard 288.11.17. Fax: 296 27 82, °
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Afrlcan swine fever in Portugal %

|
R !
Request by the Europeun Cnmmissluni

|
for withdrawal of thy trade restrictions adopted by APHIS/USDA

The situation as regards Afritan swine' fever (ASF) in Portugal \Lmi reviewed at the
Standing Veterinary Comumittct (SVC) held on 21 Novemher 2000, |

The Pormuguass delegation provided data concerning: e ,

= the measures adopted to ersdivaic the outbreak of ASF which was|confirmed in the
Region of Alentejo (Southe/n Portugal) un 15 Novemnber 1999, which ineluded a total
stamping-out policy of all pig holdings .in arcu of 3 km-radius ‘around the infectad
holding. No further outhrea)is oceurred afterwards;

= the overall results of the clinical. and epidemiological investi ations and of the
virological and scrological 1515 carriad out nn damestic piiiinSnliaﬂqum Portugal;

~ the overall results of the syrological survey carried out on wild bears in Southern
Portugal; ¢

— the results of the specific, investigations carried out on the ‘:Lir.-*s of the genus
Ornithodorus to clarify theirrolc as potential vector of ASF virus, . |

. The results of the above tests Imd investigations are summarised in the attached report
They seem 1o confirm that Ornithedorus heks probebly played an importtant role in virus
trensmission to domestic plg, but they alsa show' thar ASF has peen effectively

- controlled and cradicated frum |he domestic and the wild pig pepulatis

Pﬁmmer_.e Authorties also derlared that they will continue 1o ta;'lcl: ASF coulre]l and
surveillance measures in the Alintejo Region, including:

— monitoring and testing of donestic pigs of the Alenrefano breed:

- 1lesting of feral pigs (wild bay): . I
— measures to ensure that old premises where Ornithodorus ticks may be present are not
_ used to keep pigs. :

Rue de In Lol 206, B-1049 Bruzelles/Wetstrat 200, B+1043 Brussel - Belglum - Offca: L.o6 712, I
T!ll.prraml.: direct s (*32-2)295 15 90, gw|ichbaard 296.11.11. Fax 206 27 oL v
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The SVC agreed fo lift the retrictions on movement and trade of pigs and pig products
which were still in place i some aress of Scuthem Portugal,| in' accordance with
Commission Deeision 1999/789/EC of 3 December 1999, as last amended by Decision
2000/3B2/EL.. The provisions of Decision 1998/789/EC elapsed on 30 November 2000.

In light of the above, the Ewrspean Conunission requests AH-I[S;’LIlSILA to rapidly take
all the neceesary steps to witldraw the tradc restrictions adopted in relation to ASF in
Portugal (Final rule: Change i)t digease status of Portugal because of African swinc fever,
docket No. 98.096-2), taking also inte account the provisions |of| article 6 of the
Agreement between the EC ard the US on sanitary meastires to protect public and animal
health in trade in live animals and animal products.

To further suppert this rcqu..i;st the Luropcan Comumission wi:h:!a also Lo stress the
following points: . S . -

= the measures adopted by tlie Poruguese authorities and the C‘m!pn}mity have shown
their [ull efficecy in preven|ing any spread of disease from the are3 concerned;

— the quick and effactiva realtion of the Portuguese authnrﬁﬁultn the ASF cutbreak in
November 1999 was contfimed by an inspection report of the Food and Veterinary
Office’: ' ' '

~ detailed information on the occwrence of ASF in Portugal agd lon the measures
adopted w0 cootrol this diszase had' been alrcady sent to APHIS/USDA ou several
previous ocecasions; )

=
P58 004

~ the OIF Animal Health Colle stdtes that a country may be cnnslidtﬂ.d free from ASF

when it has been shown thal| ASF Las nol been present for 12 months if a stamping-our

policy is practised and it hijs been demonstrated that the di&:as$ is abscol from the

domestic or wild pig populdfion.

|
Enclosure: Report _ , ‘ |

|

|

|

|

.

' The FVO reporr ie avaflable on the vieh gite : _ .
hutpi//europa.eu inteomm/Yood/f linspections/vi/reports/portugalivi_rép _pm_mnTu 900_en pdf
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: .

-7 ‘ 1. - Protectior) and Survenilanc:e Znne-s ( 3 = 10Km)
‘ - around the gutbreak.

e Protection Zone: After depopulation of the herds, cleaning,
. desinfection and desinsectization, no mtrodu‘cﬁon of pig is
2 allowed until Dec!sion of the Competent Authnr:’ry (DGV)

B ‘ ‘'« Surveillance Zorie: All pigs from all pigs herds were
| ' sampled for ASF diagnesis twice with interval of 30 days.
e ’ Movement of pigs out of the zone only allowed after case
5 ' by case evaluation by the Regional Vetermaryl- Services.
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- 2 - Surveillance Surveillance Programme

b g (approved on the SVC of 24;11:991 §

l . On the basis of the Surveillance Programme ~several
o “ thousands of pigs viere sampled and farms Were |nspected
No antibodies.or virus were detected.
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PLING IN PRE-MOVEMENT |
|
[
i
| |
. RESULTS
|  REGION N.° OF N.° OF
BAMPLES | HERD |
i, ‘Antibodies Virus
ALENTEJQ | 72287 865 0
| ALGARVE | 614 160 - .l 0
' | |
- , : l.
TOTAL 78.440 1000 0, o |
I
SAMPLING IN THE SUR NCE ZONE
. N.° OF N.? OF HERDS RESUL|TS
| SAMPLES |
' Ant:budms I
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; S/\MPLING OF WILD BOARS
N (NCVEMBER198S — OCTOBER 2000) |
M G : f 33 E—

e |  REGION N.” OF SAMPLES
" ‘.

Rﬁsurhs

Anhbndu:ﬁ b Virus

ALENTEJO
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UK EVALUATION IN PIG HERDS |
WITH PREVIOUS OUTBREAK OF ASF

. = Selection of pig herds from e:gisling data on the 'H%ginna] Veterinary
Services, | - '
. = Visit to the farms by a Brigade of the Central/Local Ve’é;rinary Services,

- = Epidemicloglcal Inquiry and inspection of pramisas.

4. — Evaluaticn of the fjpidemiclegical Inquiries and selection of pig prun-i:ses

for the purpose of |ick collection: Done by the Central/Lecal Veterinary
Services and Faculty ot Veterinary Madicine, - :

. = \isit to the sslected premises, setling of traps for tick cnl['pctiun.

. —Laboratary tests onlticks collccted: Nationel Reference beratory (LNIV =
Lisbon) and Faculty of Veterinary Medicina — Dep, of Infsll ious/Contagious

Dissases.
. = Laboratory Resuilts,
. = Animal Health previintive measures on the premises:

». Destruction of premises with ASF virus isolstion in ticksir:ullec’r.ed.
. ]
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RESUI.T OF RISK EVALUATION |

IN PIG HERDS WITH PREVIOUS | |
OUTBREAK OF ASF. |

{N.°cof Herds| N° of Heids Selected | N° of Herds with | N2 of Herde with Virge
| _for Tick Collection Ticks Collectad isolation in Ticks

L S TR

» The herds with virus [siplation in ticks were :
|

- OQuibresk 1/99 | |
- 1 serdagical pasitive hind on the Suneiliance Zone, wth,.n.Sr- virus
isolafion negative.

e The Labcmtmymrk ien't finished and some lots of ticks cl:.'ulhl.'dad are stll
walting for tests resufts
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N° OF FARM INSPECTED INFORMATION

Done by official yeterinarians to
698 . sec the health 5':]'-313‘-.13 of pigs with

claboration of Epidemiological

inquiries

SURVEILLANCE PROGRAMME

Inspection of pig farms ( alentejanc breed ) with previous
information of occurgnce of outhreak or risk factors ( Last 12
years ) _ ' '

N° of Herds Laocalization

Epidemiological Inquiry
~ Alentejo * under evaluation in the
5 purpose of tick collection |

Re::narks r
]

Viana do Alentsjo - 13

" Souse]l=1

Crato - |

Forel-2

Elvas-t

Marvio — ]

Barrancos - 11

Moura -2

Meértole =]

Almsddvar. 12
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HERDS JITH ANTIBODIES OF ASF.
e I

am . SITUATION | | |

: |T ]

- | 'Through the
_ | - .| | LE.itwas

' 4 Protection Zone—3 | No pigs after | found animai

| _
N O . ; | and human
| Surveillance: Zone—1| depopulation o nadactivillh

I - | : the outbreak
| | . farm
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HERDS \WITH VIRYS [SOLATION
N ! ; ' |
' |
& 1 B
N.,° OF LOCALIZATION | SITUATION AT . |REMARKS
HERDS | PRESENT | |
: ': |
: { |
2 Protectbn Zone |  No pigs after Oui break n.° 1/6%
|| depopulation I

o . 'ﬁck; eollected — Labur&‘.urinl studr'éz net :r'elt finish . | '
| VIRUS CHARACTERISATION | |
! |
’ Restriction enzyme znalysis performed at The National
0 Reference Laboratory - LNIV (Lisbon) shown that the virus
isolated from-pigs and ticks from the outbreak flarm is closely
related to the Lisbon'/60.
# Lisbon /60 was previously isolated mainly in DUth‘EEI(S _
' located South of Tagus river during 1960-1993; i&f\haie Mafra

86 was isolated mairlly in outbreaks located Nnrt of Tagus
river. _
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[RREGULARITIES ON THE ANIMAL HEALTH MEASURES
PROTECTION AND SURVEILLANCE ZONES -
It : .

e L T

ary Sefvices
rveillancs Zone.

Two irregularitivis were detectad by the Veterin
refated with pig eviners on the Protaction and Su

LOCALIZATION | sITU ATION

ACTION TAKEN

| Animals taken |Appraheneion of
Animal Surveillancs  |tg abalioir | carcasses; !

Mevement Zone during Preceedings

restriction related - witn
period penalties ' 1 7 _
Pwner in g )
progress _ e L
Animat | Animals from Slaughter  and A
cveme.nt| Protection 2one |Prate¢ﬁan to | destruction of
| - ' Surveiliance | pigs; o g [
i f Zone before Preceedings | T
' ’ : || depopulation Blated with .
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